A crucial nephron segment in acid-base and electrolyte transport: the connecting tubule.
The cortical distal nephron is a heterogenous structure where the fine regulation of electrolyte and water balance takes place. Among the other segments, previous reports have emphasized the importance of the connecting tubule in sodium and potassium renal handling. Kovacikova et al. report that the connecting tubule is also the major segment in electrogenic urinary acidification, thus reinforcing the central role of this segment in overall electrolyte transport.